Summary of Research on Forest School References. – Bishops Wood April 2013, updated BigWorld 2014

	Age 8–9, England
	Cook, Martin et al 2012  'The Queens Wood Forest School Report – Observations and Reflections of a year long year 4 programme'

	
	http://www.forestry.gov.uk/ - search under queens wood – third hit 

	
	

	Comparison of residential and FS experiences

Abstract only
	Davis, B., Rea, T. and Waite, S. 2006 'The special nature of the outdoors: Its contribution to the education of children aged 3-11', Australian Journal of Outdoor Education 10(2): 3-12.

	
	http://www.oric.org.au/Resources/AJOE_22.html

	
	

	On developing FS provision within a region
	Davis, B. and Waite, S. 2005 'Forest School: Opportunities and Challenges in Early Years ', University of Plymouth

	
	http://www.edu.plymouth.ac.uk/oelresnet/documents/Forestschoofinalreport2.doc?page=17736

	
	

	Available on request from Oxfordshire
	Eastwood, G. and Mitchell, H. 2003 'An evaluation of the first three years of the Oxfordshire Forest School project', Oxford: Oxfordshire County Council

	
	Copy obtained by email from OCC.  Not available on web try Oxfordshire Forest School  http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/forest-school 

	
	

	Wales, nursery & primary

Research question: Does attending Forest School have a

significant effect on children in mainstream

education? 


	Forestry Commission 2006  'An Evaluation of a Forest School Project – Pentre Forest School'

	
	http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/FinalFCWPentrereport09ENGLISHv3.pdf/$file/FinalFCWPentrereport09ENGLISHv3.pdf 

	
	

	Scotland, focus on mental health, aged 10-13
	Forestry Commission Scotland 2009 'Forest School – Evidence for Restorative Health'

	
	http://owlscotland.org/resources/resource-library/?channel=resources&resourcecat=all&keywords=Restorative+Health

	
	

	Scotland, physical activity, Age 9-11
	Forestry Commission Scotland 2009 'Physical Activity at Forest School'

	
	http://www.foresteducation.org/images/uploads/Physical_Activity_at_Forest_School_Research.pdf

	
	

	Bradford; early years, child’s voice, short 8-week blocks
	Horseman, Lily and Scott, Jen (2010) 'Bradford West Forest School – Reflections and Evaluation' 

	
	http://www.bradfordforestschools.co.uk/siteFiles/ReflectionsAndEvaluation.pdf 

	
	

	Early years, very rigorous, positive benefits on wellbeing, involvement, academic achievement
	Kenny, Rowena 2010 Forest School and the Early Years Foundation Stage – An explorative case study (also two other useful papers on this website)

	
	http://bathspa.academia.edu/RowenaKenny

	
	

	Brief consideration of wider impact of Forest school within early years
	Knight, Sara  2010  'Can Forest School Act as a Spur to Better Quality Outdoor Experiences?'

	
	http://www.tactyc.org.uk/pdfs/Reflection-Knight.pdf 

	
	

	Includes child’s voice, and wider community; focuses on impact within early years settings
	Massey, S. 2005 'The benefits of Forest School experience for children in their Early Years': Worcestershire LEA.

	
	http://www.nfer.ac.uk/nfer/pre_pdf_files/05_33_06.pdf

	
	

	
	Maynard, T. 2003 'Forest School Swansea Port Talbot: An Evaluation', University of Wales Swansea: Unpublished.

	
	No longer available online

	
	

	Exploration of FS ethos and aims in practice, and links with good practice in early years
	Maynard, T. 2007 'Forest Schools in Great Britain: An initial exploration', Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood 8(4): 320-331.

	
	http://www.wwwords.co.uk/rss/abstract.asp?j=ciec&aid=3133

	
	

	Interesting on potential disjunctions between adults on risk-benefit and capacity of child
	Maynard, T 2007 'Encounters with FS and Foucault, a risky business?'  Education 3-13 Vol 35, No 4 pp 375 - 391

	
	http://dspace.jorum.ac.uk/xmlui/bitstream/handle/10949/818/Items/KE312_1_Maynard.pdf?sequence=27

	
	

	Focuses on vulnerable areas and children from nursery to end of primary; strong on methodology
	Murray, R. 2004 'Forest Schools project evaluation: A study in Wales ', London: New Economics Foundation.

	
	http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/ForestSchoolWalesReport.pdf/$file/ForestSchoolWalesReport.pdf

	
	

	Self evaluation toolkit, and results from 3 pilot areas, from early years up through primary.
	Murray, R. and O'Brien, E. 2005 '"Such Enthusiasm - A Joy to See" An Evaluation of Forest School in England': Forest Research.

	
	http://www.forestry.gov.uk/website/pdf.nsf/pdf/forestschoolenglandreport.pdf/$file/forestschoolenglandreport.pdf

	
	

	
	

	Special educational needs and personal and social development
	Pavey, B (2006)  The Forest School and Inclusion – a project evaluation.

	
	www.leeds.ac.uk/educol/documents/161165.doc

	
	

	Support for learning

Abstract and first page free, full article charged for
	Swarbrick, N., Eastwood, G. and Tutton, K. 2004 'Self-esteem and successful interaction as part of the forest school project', Support for Learning 19(3): 142-146.

	
	http://direct.bl.uk/bld/PlaceOrder.do?UIN=154203094&ETOC=RN&from=searchengine

	
	

	
	The two below are experimental studies of the benefits to children’s physical and motor skills form playing in a forest environment

	
	 

	NOT specific FS research, but of interest
	Fjørtoft, I. 2001 'The Natural Environment as a Playground for Children:The Impact of Outdoor Play Activities in Pre-Primary School Children', Early Childhood Education Journal 29(2): 111-117.

	
	http://gis.esri.com/library/userconf/proc00/professional/papers/PAP462/p462.htm

	
	

	
	Fjørtoft, I. 2004 'Landscape as Playscape: The Effects of Natural Environments on Children’s Play and Motor Development', Children, Youth and Environments 14(2): 21-44.

	
	http://www.colorado.edu/journals/cye/14_2/article2.pdf

	
	

	
	Forest School (the Scandinavian model) is mentioned in this document as particularly promising approach to education outside of the classroom. 

	
	House of Commons Education and Skills Committee 2004-2005 'Education outside the classroom ', London: The Stationary Office.

	
	http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200405/cmselect/cmeduski/120/12002.htm

	
	For further research links see: http://www.forestschools.com/forest-schools-research/


